Welcome Esther!
The University of California Cooperative Extension Office of Kern County welcomes Esther Rodriguez to the 4-H staff Program Representative for Latino Outreach. Esther is from Woodburn, Oregon; a small town where a great number of Latino-as reside. She comes from a migrant working class family and from an early age, her parents taught her to be proud of her Mexican heritage. She is bilingual and received a Bachelor of Arts from Oregon State University where she majored in Liberal Studies and minored in Philosophy and Spanish. She enjoys working with the community, particularly with those who are underserved. She has been involved with 4-H since high school where it helped her develop into the leader she is today. Throughout her college career, she worked in outreach programs to help youth attain a higher education and become thriving members of society. In her spare time she loves to read, cook, and bike. Her hope is that throughout her time here, she can get to know you and everyone involved in the 4-H program and create lasting friendships.
Esther Rodriguez 4-H Latino Outreach Program Representative
Llamas are a new project this year and we are looking for new members who would like to join. Llamas are very friendly and can do many jobs like carting, packing, and guarding to name a few. Come join us and learn some fun llama facts like: Llamas spit (mostly at each other) for territory reasons, and they originated from Peru. They are gentle, easy to handle and can do many tricks like dogs. I would also love to visit your club meeting to talk a little more about them.
If you are interested please feel free to call Naomie Soto at 661-412-1599 or email naomies28@gmail.com for the address.
Come by and meet Mister Bean!
Kern County

4-H Llama Project
The Come on out to a Llama farm in Fresno to walk llamas under, over and through different obstacles. Adults are welcome to try walking the llamas too! It's a fun day for the whole family. All members will get a free lunch. Please call or text Omar & Naomie Soto at 661-412-1599 661-412- OR 661-412-1522 Field trip is open to any and all members. Volunteers wanted for transportation also. Member treatment authorization form can be emailed for member transportation.
Calloway 4-H members had their first community service event for the first time in the new 4-H year. The kids visited a local retirement community and brought various animals to share with the residents. There was a dog, turkey, pot belly pig, pigeons, rabbits, pygmy goat, two laying hens, baby chicks, a sheep, two geckos, and a hairless cat. The kids also shared a few posters on horses, talked about their sewing creations they had made, and passed around llama fiber to feel. Some of the residents told stories of how they used to be in 4-H, and talked about all the animals they used to have. Thank you Calloway members and families for donating your time to the wonderful people of the retirement community! You all put smiles on their faces! Please contact Anne Iaccopucci at amiaccopucci@ucanr.edu with questions.
Register here: https://ucanr.edu/survey/survey.cfm?surveynumber=18337
4-H CALENDAR OF EVENTS
4-H Alumni Wanted
The University of California Agriculture and Natural Resources (UC ANR) is investing in a partnership with National 4-H and 27 other states to help strengthen our brand through updated marketing materials and campaigns (the 4-H Grows Here branding and the True Leaders Campaign are examples). One of the important outcomes is to identify and engage 4-H alumni as volunteers. UC ANR is inviting all California 4-H Alumni & Friends to sign up to stay engaged in 4-H. We ask that you encourage any alumni you know to sign up -the link is https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CA4HAlumniandFRiends-Detail.) They will be provided with a menu of ways they can stay engaged with 4-H, from contacting their local county to see how they can volunteer at events like Presentation Day, to doing something more at the state level like applying to be a Program Assistant at SLC. Please share this link.
UC California Naturalist Conference Sept. 9-11 at Pali Mountain Retreat and Conference Center in Running Springs
The UC California Naturalist Conference features a full slate of presenters that include an award winning environmental journalist and science writer, an internationally renowned conservation scientist, a Latino educator and visionary, and a Southern California leader developing community green spaces in underserved neighborhoods.
Registration open for the UC California Naturalist Conference
The conference center is located in a "beautiful mountain setting is the ideal place for California Naturalists to come together to enhance their skills and connect with fellow naturalists," 
By Taylor Harris, Hi 4-H & Northwest 4-H
This was the first officer training in many years. It was put on by the Hi 4-H team. We had A LOT of fun putting it together, meeting our groups, and talking to them about their offices.
In the beginning the Hi 4-H'ers introduced ourselves. We said our name, office, and club (i. In the beginning of our "small group time" all of the groups started out with an ice breaker then we took some time and talked about their office and how to lead their clubs.
After our small group time ended we all met back in the middle and explained what a mock meeting is. A mock meeting is basically a copy-cat of a meeting. We had them separate into 4 imaginary 4-H clubs and put on mock meetings. During three of them, we (Hi 4-H'ers) were the "trouble makers" to help the Sergeants-at-Arms gain courage to ask members to be quiet during a meeting. That was honestly my favorite part of the mock meetings.
I think this year was a success and am SUPER excited to do it again next year. I hope everyone took away something. My tip to you is to make sure you are LOUD. Pretend there is a sleeping koala in the back and you are trying to wake him up (without yelling).
photos next page………...
We're Looking for a Few Good Teens! For the Youth Voice: Youth Choice Program
The University of California Youth Family and Communities Statewide Program is working with select counties throughout the state to pilot a new project -Youth Voice: Youth Choice. This program will involve teens who have been trained in nutrition education to instruct six lessons in direct delivery to youth 8 -12 years olds. We are interested in recruiting teens who have an interest in nutrition education or who would like to become educators. The program involves attending a mandatory training, delivering at least six lessons to youth in the Kern County area, and helping put on a healthy living community event or fun run. The timeline is as follows: If you would like to become part of this unique program and gain valuable hands-on experience, please contact John Borba at 661-868-6216 or email: jaborba@ucanr.edu
